The  CHAIHMAN  and  MSMBBR3  of  the  C8BDIT0N  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

ANNUAL  REPORT,  1946. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen^ 

I heg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  as  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  for  the  year  1946. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THB  AREA. 

Area  - 95,370  acres. 

Sstimated  population  10,030  in  1946. 
do  do  10,610  in  1945. 

do  do  9,600  in  1944. 

Population  > 1931  Census,  10,081. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  2,960. 

Rateable  Value  £27,067.  Product  of  Id.  Ra^e  £124. 

District  - Entirely  Agrlc\iltural  with  some  Industries  closely 
related  to  agriculture  consisting  of  1 Milk  Factory, 

1 Knackers  Yard  and  Animal  By-Products  Factory,  and 
1 Fruit  Pulping  Factory. 

Llwe  Births:-  Legitimate;  Males  62  Females  62  Total  114. 


do 

do 

Illegitimate;  Males  2 

Females  3 

Total 

Rate  per  1, 

000  estimated  popiQation 

11.4 

Deaths:- 

Males  48  Females 

43  Total 

91. 

Rate  per  1, 

7 •/ 

000  population  10.1-  in 

1946. 

do 

do 

do  10. 3 in 

1945. 

do 

do 

do  11,7  in 

1944. 

Deaths 

from  Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil. 

Deaths 

from 

other  Puerperal  Causes  Nil. 

Deaths 

of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age:-  Legitimate 

8. 

do 

do  do  do  do 

Illegitimate 

Nil, 

Deaths 

from 

Cancer  6. 

do 

do 

Medsles  Nil. 

do 

do 

Whooping  Cough  Nil. 

do 

do 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  ago)  Nil. 

do 

do 

Pneumonia  6. 

do 

do 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4. 

QBNaRAL  PBDVISION  OP  HSAIffH  HWflCSB  FOR  THB  ARBA 


Staff  of  the  Health  Department. 

Officers. 

Medloal  Officer  of  Health  - Dr.  W.S.  0*LoTighlin»  M.D.*  M.R.C.0.0. 
Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  - Mr.  3.M.  Perriam,  C.R.S.I.t  M.S.l.A. 

do  - Mr.  D.  Heard, 

do  - Mr.  L.D.  Boddy. 

- Mr.  W.  Noye. 


Asst.  do 
Tenp'y  Asst. 
Clerk  etc. 


Hospital  and  Nursing  Arrangements. 

Ambulances  are  prorided  by  the  Crediton  Ambulance  Serrice  for 
general  eases;  by  the  Bxeter  City  Council  for  Infectioiis  Disease 
oases 9 other  than  Tubercular  oases » for  which  proTision  is  made  by 
the  Devon  County  Council.  The  services  provided  are  satisfactory. 


Hospital  and  Clinic  arrangements  are  unchanged  and  are 
satisfactory. 


Laboratory  facilities  are  adeqoiate. 


SANITARY  C1RCUM8TANCBS  IK  THE  ARSA. 

VAT3SR. 

During  the  summer  the  usual  shortages  of  water  occurred  at 
many  of  the  Public  Supplies.  . At  Cheriton  Fitzpalney  Uorchard 
Bishop 9 Zeal  Monaohorum  and  Lapford  the  hours  of  supply  had  to  be 
cut  down  to  only  a few  hours  a day.  At  Coldridge  water  was 
available  for  only  half  an  hour  every  other  day. 

The  early  completion  of  the  North  Devon  Water  Board's 
Regional  Scheme  is  essential. 


DRAINAQB. 

The  many  difficulties  of  the  post-war  period  have  prevented 
much  progress  being  made  in  the  provision  of  Sewersige  Schemes. 

Bleven  parishes  in  the  District  are  in  urgent  need  of 
sewerage  schemes 9 but  the  Council  has  decided  that  as  a first 
instalment  the  villages  of  Chawleigh,  Cheriton  Bishop  with 
Cheriton  Cross 9 Shobrooke  and  Newton  St.  Cyres9  should  be  dealt 
with. 

It  is  proposed  that  early  in  the  new  year  a Consulting 
Engineer  shall  be  appointed  to  prepare  schemes  for  theses  Villages. 


HOUSING. 

Brection  of  New  Houses. 

During  the  year  the  Council  made  a start  on  their  post-war 
Housing  Programme  with  the  erection  of  6 houses  at  Sandford.  Four 
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Housing  (contd) 

of  these  were  eonpleted  and  occupied  hy  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
remaining  two  were  nearii^{  completion.  Plans  were  also  prepared 
for  the  erection  of  16  houses  at  Lapford  and  6 at  Copple stone. 

Sites  for  further  houses  were  selected  at  Cheriton  Fitzpainct 
Morchard  Road,  Bow,  Chawleigh,  Coldridge,  Uorehard  Bishop,  Shohrooke, 
Newton  St.  Gyres,  Black  Dog,  Zeal  Mona cho rum  and  Cheriton  Bishop. 


ConTeraions. 

Two  void  cottages  at  Colehrooke  were  requisitioned,  and  with 
Ministry  of  Health  approval,  were  reconditioned  and  let. 

Numerous  nther  void  cottages  were  requisitioned  for  the 
housing  of  homeless  or  inadequatly  housed  persons. 

Private  Enterprise  erswted  four  bungalow  dwellings,  all  of 
which  were  completed  during  the  year. 

Conversions  of  uninhabitable  buildings  into  dwellings  were 
executed  by  private  enterprise  in  two  instances. 


Repairs. 

Repairs  to  existing  dwellings  have  been  restricted  owing  to 
the  operations  of  the  Control  of  Civil  Building  Regulations,  Many 
cottages  are  badly  in  heed  of  reconditioning.  Unless  this  is 
carried  out  dwellings  that  become  uninhabitable  will  continue  to 
outnumber  the  new  dwellings  erected. 


Housing  Survey. 

The  Rural  Housing  Survey,  commenced  in  this  District  last 
year,  has  been  completed.  A total  of  2,024  houses  has  been  inspected 
and  classified  as  follows 

Houses  satisfactory. 312. 

**  needing  minor  repairs  only..*.,  361. 

**  **  structural  alteration  and  repair. ...  815. 

**  **  reconditioning 418. 

**  unsuitable  for  reconditioning  ..118. 

**  found  to  be  overcrowded  .......  13. 

This  survey  emphasizes  the  need  for  re- introducing  legislation 
for  assistance  towards  the  cost  of  reconditioning  rviral  cottages;  a 
cost  which  many  owners  esnnot  bear  owing  to  high  costs  of  building 
work  and  the  low  level  of  rents. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Premises  for  the  production  of  food  have  been  inspected  and 
action  has  been  taken  where  necessary. 

Food  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  cons\imption  has  been  con- 
demned and  destroyed.  / 


Refuse  Collection. 

The  bi-monthly  collection  of  house  refuse  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  District  has  been  improved  and  extended.  All  villages  and 
hamlets  now  have  a monthly  collect ion.  Refuse  is  also  collected  from 
most  houses  outside  the  villages,  except  those  in  very  isolated 
situations. 

The  eolleotion  ia  done  by  Contract  and  is  carried  out 
satisfactorily 
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HOUSING. 

Erection  of  New  Houses# 

Local  Authority: 

The  remaining  2 houses  of  the  Sandford  scheme  were  completed 
this  year  as  also  were  the  first  2 at  Copplestone,  where  4 more  are 
under  construction.  At  Lapford  12  of  an  authorised  16  houses  were 
commenced. 

Further  sites  were  selected  at  Golehrooke  and  Yeoford. 

Private  Enterprise: 

Under  private  enterprise  2 houses  were  completed  and  a J^urther 
9 were  under  construction.  Many  more  would  have  heen  erected  had 
Building  Licences  heen  available# 

Conversions : 

Pour  \ininhahitahle  buildings  were  converted  into  dwellings 
by  private  enterprise. 

Repairs: The  Control  of  Civil  Building  Regulations  still  prevented  the 
carrying  out  of  little  more  than  minor  repairs  to  existing  properties. 
The  condition  of  a great  many  cottages  continues  to  deteriorate. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

The  methods  of  production,  and  the  premises  at  which  food  was 
produced,  were  kept  under  observation.  Action  was  taken  where 
necessary.  Only  small  quantities  of  food  were  found  to  be  \infit  for 
human  consumption;  this  was  condemned  and  destroyed. 

Considerable  improvements  to  cowshed  and  dairies  have  been  made# 
Many  more  Producers  are,  or  intend  to,  produce  Designated  Milk. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  monthly  collection  of  household  refuse  continues  to  be 
carried  out  by  Contract  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


Table  of  Notifiable  Diseases  occurring  during  the  year. 


Cases 

Notified. 

Admitted  to  Hospital. 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  ....... 

10  

3 

. . Nil. 

Diphtheria  

Nil  

Enteric  Fever  ....... 

Nil  

Nil 

..  Nil# 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Nil  

Erysipelas  

1 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  10.  3 of  these  were  re- 

moved to  Hospital.  All  cases  recovered# 

Diphtheria. 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  Immunisation  has 
been  carried  out  by  the  General  Practitioners.  The  percentage  of 
children  immunised  is  good. 


Tuberculosis# 

New  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  7. 

Scabies  - Venereal  Disease. 

No  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  year# 


(Sgd)  W.S.  O'LOUGHLIN, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 
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